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WARM UP QUESTION: Do you remember ever looking forward to a birthday party or Christmas when you were a kid? 
READ: 
FOCUS: The King has come and his kingdom brings hope.
OBSERVE:
· [bookmark: _Hlk190947871]Jesus came to earth to bring salvation to all people.
· The hope Jesus brings transforms us so we move away from our worldly selves and toward the sanctified lives he desires for us.
· We wait in joyful expectation that what God promised will actually happen—for his second coming when he will appear in glory and we will worship him with cries of “Hallelujah!”
DISCUSS:
· What stood out to you, or what did the Holy Spirit bring to your attention?
· What do you believe about your present circumstances? That you’re on your own? You have to figure it out? Nobody sees you or loves you or understands? You’re hopeless?
· Can you sense the Holy Spirit revealing the truth: Jesus is Emmanuel—God is with you; Jesus is your hope; Jesus already provided salvation and new life for you; Jesus sees you and knows you and cares for you and in Christ you are now part of the family of God where you are no longer alone?
TAKE ACTION:
· Are you trying to finish school, get a job, pay off a debt, or find that special someone? Are there areas of your life where you feel like you’ll never “get there” or your hope wavers?
· In your group, tell stories of what happened in your lives when you had trouble placing your hope in God, or were able to wait in hope for his plan for your life.
· Encourage each other with ways God helped you through the storms.
PRAY: Great and mighty God, thank you for being Emmanuel and coming to dwell among us. Thank you for the relationship we are privileged to have with you. We pray for more of you, that you will saturate our lives every day, helping our faith to grow stronger in you. Jesus, thank you for the current season of advent and the first time that you came. Help us to await your second coming with joy and anticipation. In Jesus’ Name, Amen!
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